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TRIBUTE TO THEODORE HOWARTH,

JR.

HON. ROBERT E. ANDREWS
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 8, 1997
Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

honor an individual who has given of himself
to make his borough a better place to live. I
am speaking of Chief Theodore J. Howarth,
Jr., the newly elected State Commander of the
American Legion Department of New Jersey.
Out State is fortunate to have a leader like
Chief Howarth in this important position.

Chief Theodore Howarth’s dedication to
New Jersey and his fellow citizens is exem-
plary. Chief Howarth is a lifelong resident of
Gloucester City. He served in the Navy for two
tours in Vietnam, earning the Navy Com-
mendation Ribbon, the Republic of Vietnam
Campaign Medal, the National Defense Medal,
and the Vietnam Service Medal. In January
1972, Chief Howarth joined the Gloucester
City Police Department, where he steadily
rose through the ranks. On December 7,
1988, Theodore Howarth became the chief of
police of Gloucester City, a position at which
he continues to excel. During his memorable
24-year career in Gloucester City, Chief
Howarth has accomplished much. He has es-
tablished a pathbreaking Juvenile Adjudication
Program, established numerous community
programs in concert with the school system,
and community service organizations, pro-
moted a policy of Community Oriented Polic-
ing, and has pursued consistent professional-
ism in a police organization.

In addition to his impressive police career,
Chief Howarth has shown an deep commit-
ment to bettering himself and his community.
While serving in the Gloucester City Police
Department, Chief Howarth completed his
bachelor of science degree in law and justice.
He has served the Policemen’s Benevolent
Association in all elected and appointed posi-
tions. Chief Howarth currently serves as vice
president of the Camden County Police
Chief’s Association, and is active on the State
and national levels as well. Chief Howarth has
also served the people of Gloucester City
through such community organizations as the
Jaycees, the Carmen Palmiero (Youth) Bas-
ketball League, the Police Athletic League, the
Gloucester City Municipal Youth Services
Commission, the Gloucester City Celebrations
Committee, and the Gloucester City Chamber
of Commerce, rising to president of each of
these organizations. In addition, Chief Howarth
is active in Little League baseball, and serves
as vice president of the Gloucester City Lions
Club. Through his vigorous community in-
volvement, Chief Howarth has been honored
many times, received such awards as Out-
standing Citizenship Awards from the Jaycees,
Sportsman’s A.C., and V.F.W. Post #3620, as
well as the New Jersey Law Enforcement Offi-
cer of the Year Award from both the American
Legion Department of New Jersey and the
Veterans of Foreign Wars Department of New
Jersey.

In addition to his active career and dedica-
tion to community service, Chief Theodore
Howarth has remained an active participant in
the American Legion. He has risen through
the ranks, and was elected State Commander
of the American Legion Department of New
Jersey in 1997.

All who know Chief Theodore Howarth are
honored by his service to the people of
Gloucester City and of New Jersey. I know
that Chief Howarth’s wife, Candy, and son,
Sean, are as proud of his accomplishments as
we all are. Chief Howarth’s service has been
remarkable, and I congratulate and thank him
on behalf of all the citizens of New Jersey.
f

HELP MAKE THE AMERICAN
DREAM POSSIBLE FOR THOSE
WHO SERVED

HON. GERALD D. KLECZKA
OF WISCONSIN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 8, 1997

Mr. KLECZKA. Mr. Speaker, thousands of
former servicemen and servicewomen in a
number of States are currently prohibited from
receiving State-financed home mortgages.
That is why Representative HERGER and I are
reintroducing the Veterans American Dream
Homeownership Assistance Act.

Under a little-known provision of the 1984
tax bill, veterans in certain States who served
in the Armed Forces beginning any time after
1976 are all but prohibited from receiving a
State-financed veterans home mortgage. In
my State of Wisconsin, this means that most
of our fighting men and women in uniform who
served in Panama, Grenada, and the gulf war
cannot get veterans home mortgages from
their own State government, even if the State
government would like to grant them. Are
those who began serving their country after
1976 any less deserving than those who went
before?

Why does this cutoff exist? This cutoff was
created to raise additional revenue for the
1984 tax bill by limiting the use of tax-exempt
bonds to finance State veterans mortgage pro-
grams. When this provision was passed, post-
1976 vets were a small percentage of all vet-
erans, without much voice to protest this dis-
criminatory change. But 13 years later, there
are thousands who have served our country
honorably in that period. The five affected
State veterans affairs departments believe that
if this bill becomes law, they can help a great
number of these post-1976 vets purchase their
own home. The States that are currently per-
mitted to use this Federal tax-exempt State
bond financing are Wisconsin, California,
Texas, Oregon, and Alaska.

This legislation would simply eliminate the
cutoff that exists under current law. Under our
proposal, former servicemen and service-
women in the five States who served our
country beginning in 1977 or any years after
that could be eligible to qualify for a home
mortgage loan provided by their States. Our
proposal does not increase Federal discre-
tionary spending 1 cent but simply allows the
permitted States who so choose to help all
their veterans regardless of when they served.

Why should we continue to exclude from
State assistance certain vets who have served
our country, just because they served re-
cently? We believe that at the Federal level
we should at least allow our own States to
help those who served our Nation honorably.
Please help those veterans of Grenada, Pan-
ama, and the gulf war in the affected States
who want to own their own home. Please join
Representative HERGER and I and the 60 bi-

partisan cosponsors from the 104th Congress
I cosponsoring the Veterans American Dream
Homeownership Assistance Act.
f

IN HONOR OF LEO WENE

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 8, 1997

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor
the memory and works of a great public citi-
zen, Leo Wene.

Mr. Wene, a retired college physics profes-
sor, was actively engaged in his community’s
most pressing social and economic issues. He
headed efforts to establish a municipal electric
power distribution system for Chardon, OH,
after seeing the value municipal power has
provided Cleveland. He criticized foolhardy at-
tempts at unsafely storing nuclear waste and
upbraided proponents of the plan.

Mr. Wene was an active participant in the
political process and, through his example,
showed to many the value of activism. He
served as chairman of the Committee for Fair
Utility Rates and of the Tri-County Environ-
ment and Consumer Advocate Council. He en-
couraged fellow citizens to become involved in
the process and to let their representatives
know where they stood.

Mr. Wene was educated at Ohio State Uni-
versity and the University of Idaho, where he
received his master’s degree.

During World War II, he served with the
Army’s 83d Infantry Division in Europe. He
participated in four major campaigns and was
wounded at the Battle of the Bulge. Mr. Wene
was awarded the Silver Star for gallantry.

Mr. Wene is survived by his wife of 57
years, Cleo; daughter Jennifer of Westerville,
OH; sons, Kenneth of Bethel, CT; Daryl of
North Royalton, OH, and Peter of Waldorf,
MD; as well as five grandchildren and four
great-grandchildren.

Ohio will miss him terribly.
f

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE LITH-
UANIAN AMERICAN COUNCIL OF
LAKE COUNTY, IN

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY
OF INDIANA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 8, 1997

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is my dis-
tinct honor to congratulate the Lithuanian
American Council of Lake County, IN, and the
Lithuanian community on the 79th anniversary
of Lithuanian independence.

The Lithuanian American Council celebrated
Lithuanian independence from the Soviet
Union, which occurred in 1918, on Sunday,
February 16, 1997, at St. Casimir’s Church in
Gary, IN. Following tradition, the anniversary
ceremony began with a church service starting
at 11:30 a.m. After the church service, the
Lithuanian American Council held a flag rais-
ing ceremony outside of the church to honor
those Lithuanians who pledged their alle-
giance to independence for their people. The
event concluded with a dinner in the church
hall.

I would like to take this opportunity to com-
mend the Lithuanian American Council of
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